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AMENITIES COMMITTEE
Minutes of a Meeting held on 17th February 2026 at 7.30pm in The Quarry Centre, Kilndown.

PARTICIPANTS
	Members of the Committee: Cllrs David Knight, Peter Rolington, Paul Wareham, Alison 	Webster and Phil Kirkby (Ex- Officio).
	Officers:  Rebecca Barden (Assistant Clerk)
	Members Of The Public: Four members of the public were present.
APOLOGIES
604/25	Received and accepted from Cllr Read-Cutting (Work Commitment), Cllr Kimber (work commitment) and Geoff Mason (Health issue). 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
605/25	There were none.

QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
606/25	A member of the public asked for some weatherproof dog fouling signs for Kilndown. The Assistant Clerk informed them that there was a supply in the office and the Chairman stated that he would collect them from the office and deliver them. A Kilndown resident also asked whether the Parish Council would consider contributing towards a new bench for the woodland area in Kilndown where work was taking place. Cllr Kirkby advised them to apply for a grant which would be considered at the next Finance Meeting.

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
607/25	The minutes from the meeting of 25th November 2025, were approved and signed as a correct record.

TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE PURCHASE OF 3 NEW BINS AND THE ASSOCIATED EMPTYING COSTS.
608/25	Assistant Clerk provided an update and stated that the concrete bases for the bins had been installed and that the bins would be put in place once the concrete had set. They also informed the Committee that the bin for Kilndown had been ordered and would be installed as soon as possible. The emptying of the bins has been arranged. Resolved:  To install all 4 bins. Action: Assistant Clerk to continue to liaise with the contractors regarding installation and emptying.

TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE QUOTES FOR CLEANING THE PUBLIC TOILETS.
609/25	Assistant Clerk informed the Committee that to ensure that the Council was obtaining value for money, two further quotes had been sought for this service. Both quotes were higher than the current service provider. The Committee were informed that comments had been received that the toilets were not as consistently clean following the reduction of cleaning from 6 days a week to 5 days a week. Resolved: Assistant Clerk to investigate. Action: Assistant Clerk to speak to the contractor and seek their feedback.  

TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE WORK AT THE LOWER GLEBE.
610/25	Assistant Clerk gave an update on the proposed work at the Lower Glebe and informed the Committee that the Pre-School had offered to take over the planting of the raised beds and the contractor had been informed of this. The weeding and re-seeding will take place in March as agreed. 

TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON ACTION REGARDING THE MAINTENCE/UPDATING OF THE DOORS AT THE PUBLIC CONVENIENCES ON BALCOMBES HILL.
611/25	Assistant Clerk informed the Committee that they had received a quote for the painting of the doors. It was noted that this work was significantly less than the cost of replacing the doors. Resolved: To agree the quote and arrange for the work to be carried out when the weather is better. Action: Assistant Clerk to inform the contractor.

TO DISCUSS THE WHAT’S ON BOARD AND THEIR USE TO PUBLICISE EVENTS RUN BY LOCAL BUSINESSES.
612/25	Cllr Knight gave an update. Resolved: To use the window to publicise events run by local businesses. Action: Assistant Clerk to include an article in the next e-newsletter regarding this facility.

TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE PROPOSAL TO REVIEW AND UPDATE THE CCTV SYSTEM.
613/25	Cllr Rolington gave an update on the CCTV project. He is awaiting a third quote and will produce a matrix which he will report to Full Council. The need for a camera in Kilndown was raised and will be discussed at the next Kilndown Hall meeting. Resolved: Cllr Rolington to continue liaising with contractors and document findings. Action: Cllr Rolington to report to Full Council.

TO DISCUSS AND DECIDE UPON THE REPLACEMENT OF THE SEAT AROUND THE TREE ON THE PLAIN
614/25	Committee discussed the options for the material of the replacement bench. Resolved: To bring this issue to Full Council for a decision. Action: Add item to Full Council agenda.

TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSAL FOR COUNCILLORS TO BE ASSIGNED AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY AND PERFORM REGULAR REVIEWS.
615/25	Assistant Clerk outlined the reasoning behind this, and it was agreed to bring this to Full Council. Cllr Knight stated that a tour of the Plain identified that two fencing posts needed to be replaced and that the village sign and finger posts required cleaning. Resolved: To discuss at Full Council and assign areas of responsibility to all Councillors and obtain quotes/arrange cleaning. Action: Assistant Clerk to add this issue to Full Council agenda and obtain quotes for the posts and arrange the cleaning.

TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE PURCHASE OF A NEW PA SYSTEM.
616/25	Cllr Kirkby talked about the need to purchase a good quality system that will last a good length of time. It was suggested that the RFO should be consulted to identify the budget. Resolved: RFO to be consulted to establish the available budget. Action: Assistant Clerk, RFO and Chairman to liaise to establish budget, identify and purchase the chosen PA system.

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
617/25	There were none. 

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
Next Amenities Committee Meeting on Tuesday 21st April 2026 in the Church Rooms, Goudhurst.
The meeting closed at 20.25pm

Rebecca Barden
Assistant Clerk 
18th February 2026 
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