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AMENITIES COMMITTEE
Minutes of a Meeting held on 21st October 2025 at 7.30pm in The Church Rooms, Back Lane, Goudhurst.

PARTICIPANTS
	Members of the Committee: Cllrs David Knight, Peter Rolington, Geoff Mason and Paul 	Wareham. 
	Officers:  Rebecca Barden (Assistant Clerk)

APOLOGIES
448/25	Received and accepted from Cllr Read-Cutting (unexpected issue). No apologies received from Cllrs Webster and Kimber.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
449/25	There were none.

QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
450/25	There were none.

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
451/25	The minutes from the meeting of 19th August 2025, were approved and signed as a correct record.

TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE PROPOSAL TO INSTALL PLAY EQUIPMENT AT LURKINS RISE.
452/25	The Assistant Clerk gave a brief update on the situation and stated that this project would be moved to the Projects Committee.

TO DISCUSS AND DECIDE UPON THE PURCHASE OF 4 NEW BINS AND THE ASSOCIATED EMPTYING COSTS.
453/25	Assistant Clerk provided an update and stated they were in the process of ordering the bins. Assistant Clerk to order 3 new bins, arrange for their installation and appoint a contractor for emptying and maintenance.

TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE WORK AT THE LOWER GLEBE, TO DISCUSS AND DECIDE UPON THE QUOTE FOR ROTIVATING AND SEEDING ALONGSIDE THE PATH AND RAISED BEDS.
454/25	The Committee discussed the proposed work and agreed that the timing was appropriate. Resolved: To contact the contractor and ask for the work to be carried out. Action: Assistant Clerk to liaise with contractor and re-arrange the timings for the work.

TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE REPAIR OF THE HANDWASHER/DRIER IN THE PUBLIC TOILETS AT BALCOMBES HILL.
455/25	Assistant Clerk gave an update and informed the Committee that the invoice had been paid and that the office was waiting for a date for the repair to be carried out. Resolved: Assistant Clerk to update the Committee accordingly. Action: RFO to continue to chase.

TO DISCUSS AND DECIDE UPON ACTION REGARDING THE MAINTENCE/UPDATING OF THE DOORS AT THE PUBLIC CONVENIENCES ON BALCOMBES HILL.
456/25	Assistant Clerk informed the Committee that the handyman would be asked to look at the doors and provide a quote for the required work. Resolved: To investigate the cost and feasibility of repainting the doors and affixing new metal protective panels. Action: Assistant Clerk to obtain costings and report back to Committee.

TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE PROPOSAL TO REVIEW AND UPDATE THE CCTV SYSTEM.
457/25	Cllr Rolington gave an update on the CCTV project and it was discussed whether this should be moved to the new Projects Committee. Resolved: Unanimously that as this was existing equipment it should stay with the Amenities committee. Action: Assistant Clerk to notify Clerk.

TO DISCUSS AND DECIDE UPON THE FORMAT FOR THE “WHAT’S ON THIS MONTH” BOARD IN THE WINDOW OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE.
458/25	Cllr Rolington informed the Committee that the electronic noticeboard was no longer available. The Committee discussed options. Resolved: to purchase more of the hanging system currently in use at the Parish Office and arrange for installation. 	Action: Assistant Clerk to make the necessary arrangements.

TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE PROPOSED TATTLEBURY TRIANGLE PROJECT.
459/25	Assistant Clerk gave an update on the project and informed the Committee that this would now be included in the Projects Committee. NB This land is not owned by GPC. Action: to notify Projects committee of this fact. 

TO DISCUSS AND DECIDE UPON THE PURCHASE OF A NEW PA SYSTEM.
460/25	Cllr Knight informed the committee that Cllr Kirkby had given him the specification for the new PA system. He asked Cllr Wareham if he could investigate this. Resolved: Cllr Wareham to investigate and report back to Committee. Action: Cllr Wareham to obtain quotes and feed back to Committee.	

TO DISCUSS THE FUTURE OF THE QUARRY CENTRE, KILNDOWN.
461/25	Cllr Knight stated that the Kilndown Councillors will be meeting with the Quarry Centre Committee and will report back to Committee. Resolved: Kilndown Councillors to meet and discuss. Action: Cllrs to report back to Committee.

TO REVIEW AND DISCUSS THE 2025/26 BUDGET.
462/25	Cllr Knight talked through the budget.

TO REVIEW THE TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE FOLLOWING THE CLOSURE OF THE YOUTH & HOUSING COMMITTEE.
463/25	Assistant Clerk explained the need for this review as projects would now be dealt with in the new Projects Committee and Amenities would assume responsibility for some aspects of Youth And Housing. Resolved: Assistant Clerk to send the current terms of reference to all Amenities Committee members and ask for any suggested amendments. Action: Assistant Clerk to send out current terms of reference, receive suggestions and report back to Committee. 

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
464/25	Assistant Clerk updated Committee on the electricity usage at the public toilets and how this has been dealt with. Also, the discovery that the CCTV in the public toilets is not working and how this will be resolved. 
	
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
Next Amenities Committee Meeting on Tuesday 16th December 2025
The meeting closed at 20.35pm

Rebecca Barden
Assistant Clerk 
19th August 2025 
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