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VILLAGE STUDY : GOUDHURST

INTRODUCTION

The village of Goudhurst in Cranbrook Rural District is
situated at 400' on a ridge in the High Weald. Its siting made
it an exccllent vantage point easily defendable against attack.
The ?amc Goudhurst in fact means combat or battle, and hurst (i.e.
wood ).

The parish is well wooded, even to-day, particularly in the
south. The village lies within the Wealden horticultural area
throughout which the fine soils derived from the Tunbridge Wells
Sandstone are particularly suitable for fruit. The area is
famous for its orchards and in blossom time thousands of people
visit the area, following the "Blossom route."

Coudhurst was, in past centuries, a minor industrial centre.
During the fourteenth century Flemish cloth-weavers, encouraged by
King BEdward III, emigrated to England and some settled in the
Cranbrook district, where wool was available from local flocks and
Mller's earth obtainable from near llaidstone. The Heald offered
the natural advantage of a large number of small streams in narrow
valleys which could be dammed easily to provide a regulated supply
of water. During Tudor times, Goudhurst was one of the centres of
the Wealden iron smelting industrye.

The village was also an important market for the surrounding
farm lands. The original market premises were near the church but
were taken dovm in about 1650 and moved to the field near the pond.

The form of the village settlement closely follows the
south-west, north-cast axis of the ridge itself, the church being
located at the highest point overlooking the rest of the village.
Even so the church is hidden from most angles and does not dominate
the village visually becauce of its squat design and the fact that
it was slightly built into the summit line.

Hasted, at the end of the 18th century, described the
village as "on a hill commanding an extensive view of all the country
around. It is not paved, but is built on the sides of five
different roads which unite at a large pond in the middle of it.

The houses are mostly large and well timbered like the rest of those

in the neighbourhood."

To-day little trace remains of Goudhurst's industrial cra.
The village is now a minor service centre and the numbers of public
nouses and the two tea shops indicate that this is a popular tourist
area. An interesting and unusual feature in the village is a

nursery for eucalyptus trees.
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The combination of attractive old cottages grouped
informally together and the magnificent views over the valleys

of the Teise and its tributaries, ¢ive Goudhurst its unique charm.
The village has not been overwhelmed by new estates as have some

others in the area, although some 20th century development is
unfortunately out of character.

This study attempts to definc and describe those features
of Coudhurst which contribute to its charm and should thus be

preserved. It also suggests ways in which the inhabitants themselves
can enhance the charm of their village and improve its appearance.

Detailed Considerations.

Approaching Goudhurst from the north, the B,2079 winds up
hill and down dale and through attractive orchard and woodland
country. The ridge of the High Weald on which the village stands
1s seen from the distance crowned with dark trees. At intervals
along the route groups of farm cottages come into view and one
expects the village to be only just around the corner.

The first real evidence of the village which comes into
view is Fishendens shop together with the neighbouring Ratcliffe
House and adjacent pair of cottages, although the latter two
buildings are not seen until one is almost opposite them. It is
a pity that the siting of the garage prevenis the houses being
Seéen as a group so that the rich colour of the tiling and bricks
may be fully appreciated. A small inprovement here would be to
replace the corrugated iron that is on part of the garage roof with
tiling similar to that on the rest of the roof, and the removal of

the two protruding signs on the facade of Fishendens shop would
also improve the rural scene.

On the western side of the road are several bungalovis.
Fortunately their siting on a slope below the level of the road

gives the occupants privacy and also makes the houses less
conspicuous from the roadway.

Going past Blind Lane there is a sudden magnificent view
over the Teise Valley and it is such unexpected views glimpsed

between houses and trees which are a distinctive feature of Goudhurst.,

One house, near Fishendens shop, vhough of pleasant,
simplec design lacks any rural character — perhaps because the concreted
front yard is seen in conjunction with the stone bocks used in the
ground floor of the house. I{ is suggested that whitewashing thesc
sandy coloured stone blocks to provide contrast with the tile hanging
on the first floor and a complete line of hedging in front of the
yard would be rclatively simple improvements to make.

A little further along the road are some recent council
houses built of white weatherboarding and red brick.
contended that rural council housing is of mediocre
layout but this terrace is in keeping with other bui
village and links up with the weatherboarded house
However, the use of ranch fencing here in conjunction with the
weatherboarding results in too great a splash of white paint work.
The visual effect could be simplified and improved by the removal of
the ranch fencing.

It is often
design and poor
ldings in the
next to the chapel.
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2 On the other side of the chapel are some less attractive
older council hous

ses. It is a pity that their siting on an
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ciibankment has not been exploited. At present the embankment is a
large expanse of rough cut grass with two telegraph poles standing
i1 very comspicuous positions. Unless this embankment can he
naintained smoothly mown it is probably best planted with low
shrubs and colourful herbaceous plants. The fencing on to» of the
enboniment is untidy; this could be removed altogether or replaced,
if it is felt nccessary, by a low brick wall. To brighten the
facades of the houses, white paint on the window frames and
particularly on the poles in the porches would help, and the
repairing of the boundary fence between these houses and the

church would be an additional improvenent.

.,

Opposite these council houces are several old houces
sited below the rocad level and hidden behind thick hedges and trees.
The chamm of these cottrges ic only hinted at, as through the gapc
in the hedge arc glimpsed the rich red-brown colour of the tiling
and the leaded windows.  Spring Cottage has the kind of
picturesjueness which would delight an artist.

The road then beginc to rise and curve to the left to
oroach the centre of the village. A jarring foature on the right
a shed with a rusiy green corrugated iron roof. Tiling or wood
uld be more in keening. A striking and attractive foaturc on
the left-hand side 27 the road is a smooth steep grass cnbanlkment,
crovned with a high brick wall and a cypress hedge. The solid
sing of colour and form provides a foil for the small houses
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of houses set at slightly differing angles
ns study in black and whito.
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couid be sirengihened by painting the
Variety within this black and white

by the detailing such as the narrow

d the different textures of the building
small strips of garden and the steps
vencnt are typical of a village strect
oward the attractive appearance of this

all that can be secn of the centre of

From this point,
the villzge are the tops of the trees on the green. iToving up
slone towards the cross-rozds a confusion of traffic and

furniture is seecn.

Goudhurst is at the crossing of an A and a B road and a
different imprescion of the village is gained from each direction.

Approaching from the south-west the road climbs stceply
upwards. Instead of a ribbon of housing along the roadway, the
red houses cluster together on the ridse and the sines growing on

the hillside are dramatically silhouetted.

ot

A housing estate ic unfortunately located in a very
conshicuous position on the slopes of the ridge. Severe economy
orobably limited the design of the older houses at the entrance to
e estate but some of the more rccent buildings are of pleasant
esign, particularly where light coloured brick and weather-boarding
ave been used. The siting of the houses allows magnificent views
c s the walley so that the presence of the open countryside is
even in the built up area.
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-A15 tituation ie hot however so ideal in reverse, and
hing the village from the south along the B.2079 the
© appears very prominent on the sky-line.

Several simple improvements would help create a more
rural atmosphere within the estate. One house has a white gate
set in a neat thick green hedge. This green/white colour
contrast is nearly always successful and could be copied elsewhere

v

in the estate. The replacement of fencing by hedging would help
soften the hard lines and colours of the houses. Possibly, too,
window frames as well as gates could be painited white. Several

of the fences between plots are in a very poor condition and should
be replaced.

The spaces created by the large grassed areas and wide
roads seem too open and exposed for this hillside site. To
add variety and warmth, the planting of the embankments with low
shrubs and possibly heather is suggested.

Just outside the estate and higher up the main road is
¢ house with a slate roof. The house is of a fairly common
design, but advaniage has been taken of its siting to give
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smooth grass embankment which sweeps up to the house. This
eme is continued up the road where embankments and stone walls
ave added interest to plain brick houses.
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more dramatic setiing. A new brick wall curves round the base
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number of street
sense of enclosure.
balleys surroundi
the centre of a vil.
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loading vehicles. This ©
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A pollarded tree next 0
decorative function and shoul

The "mini' Yestminst
perhaps a 1ittle too quaint ar
to simplify the wall by removi
turrets. A similar improvem
removing the railings and p
they serve any safety funct
be removed to a site against
the green, the group formed 1
Hall with the gtretch of watbi
charming and peaceful.
for the eye soon catches 84,
clutter around it. It is di
improvements for these build
and that of the photographers col
instead of protruding as they do
could be reduced as much as
dilapidated shed next to th
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A quiet little street :
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Small things - a splash of colour from a few flowers
in a rockery, a glimpse of a neat back garden through a gate -
make this back road particularly pleasing. It is certainly
unusual to see shops provided with back access in a village.
The naturalness of the roughly cut grasc embankment and the
trees round the church offset the formality of the clipped yewc
in the cemetery. The embankment slopes up to the church with
no barrier of a fence to intrude. As showm on the map part of
the land next to the cemetery is suggested for use as a car park.

The attractiveness of this back land is very much due
to the contrast in colour between the dark red tiles, the
luxuriant greenery of hedges and trees and the light gravel
roadway, and further along the darlk yews and the sandy-coloured
stone of the wall and church. The overall effect is thus onc of
pleasing harmony. This is just one example of the peace ful
scenes s0 characteristic of rural scttlements; scenes which it
is worth every effort to maintain.

As the lane rejoins the main road by the church the noi
of traffic intrudes, although here the thick hedges, soft red
browns of tiles and bricks and the weathered stone wall
the attractive village scene. No harsh colours or badl
buildings intrude.
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s long view of the church and 3
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merper of the two built-up areas
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School Road
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Leaving School
change is like one fron a cou
brick terraced houses, ck
of late 1%th century urba
a pleasant design, but
this could simply be done
colour.  Another improve
uniforn fencing and gates to
fencing which oxists. On the
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Opposite.;‘\ .
houses. The wesz
house is in a diffe
houses have fallen D
striking black and w w“
The restoration and pain
essential before this g

Improvements could be made a‘k
be repainting the car park railings and
off the old sheds behind the car park.

Standing apart from the rest «
road junction is the house known as "Be
simple front garden reveals its facade
group of beech trees behind it form a fitt
mellowed brick, natural grey coloured woc
This building is suggested as being )
of architectural or historic interest.

Moving back along the B.2084 most
comparatively modern, but near the junct:
is another interesting group of weather
about 100 years old. The colour theme ack
but one cream and brown house is not obirusive and,
gives visual relief to the group. Their siting belos
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form a small attractive group.
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CONCLUBIONS
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Housing and Loce
Architectu

There are four grades of b i
importance as follows: Grades I, I
are graded A or B.
Church Road.

i Yew Tree Cottage - grade II

2. Lamberts - grade II

(V2
.

Church Road Cottages,
the first called Wingfield,
the last being Prickettis

Shop -~ grade II

be The 0ld Lime House, Church
Cottages (2 to East of above
cottages) - grade II

Se South View - grade III -
6. 17ill House - grade III

The above buildings in Church Road

- Blackman's Cottage - grade II
The Old Cottage - grade 11

4 %
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Ce laypole - grade 1II

3 Victoria Fletcher
(Hairdresser) - grade III

10. G. Ward (Baker) with
the house attached - grade II

High Street.

11.  Church of St. Mary - grade A -

South Side.
12. The Star % Eagle Inn - grade IT -

13. Lloyds Bank Ltd - grade II -
Eight Bells Inn - grede 11
Spyway Tea House - grade II

e

15 Trundles — grade IT

15. Southon (Butcher), with .
: the house attached -,gzage;II“ S

16.  C.J. Remnant (Fish Poultry -
and Game Dealer/, with the :
house attached - grade i

o




17.

North Side.

19

21,

22,

23.

2/

25.

The Stores, the east end ‘
of the premises - grade

The Stores - grade II

Church Cottage and Church
Houce - grade II

Coudhurst Newsagent
(A.¥. Talbot) and Goudhursi

House - grade II
The !lanor House - grade II
Manor Cottage - grede II

R.G. Rigg (Chemist) - grade IT

Pharmacy Cottage - grade 11
Wee Cot - grade II

The Tuck Shop (Wecks) with
the house attached - grade II

A.L. Remant (Tobacconist) with
the house attached -ﬁ_cao 111

fatrta e



. Cotiage
Shop (occupier Ridleg




€, H.T. Tildersloy (Oroces)’
the houce attached - g

3T» Clayhill Cottages - grade

oo Clayhill - grade III

General

3 Holly Villas - grade IT
*Os The office of G.V. Lines

(Solicitor) - grade II

: 3 Tylers - grade III

= Jetwells - grade IIT

. Pagmetts - grade 111

n
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Important focal group

m Area  visually attractive

MAJOR PROPOSALS

Possible site for a2 new «car park

Area suitable for infilling

Building suggested for listing as a
building of architectural or hiscorical interes:

Suggested Tree  Preservation Order
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